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COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and peéssessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and 
Puerto Rico from foreign countries are considered to be 


|| United States imports and are included in this report. Mer- 


chandise shipped through the United States in transit from 
| one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
' general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
| merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i es; merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
| upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 





| warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse) ,mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
| into domestie consumption channels, and imported ores and 

erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
| warehouse. 





RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
|represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
| ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 

trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
|| lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
| published but are available for reference purposes. 


| Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
| presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
|United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
| weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
| complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
| separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
| to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 
| The source of information for all of the imports in- 
|| cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
|| forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
| of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
| Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
ka information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 








VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistiqs is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 
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duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countries reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The omission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical. Classification of Commodities Im- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are nu@bered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated des- 
eriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ual A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups whose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual  sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 


omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 


no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS' REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 


CHANGES IN THE IMPORT STATISTICS AS A RESULT OF PROCESSING 
THE IMPORT DATA ON ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT EFFECTIVE 
WITH MARCH 1958 STATISTICS 


Effective with March 1958 data, the import statistics 
are being tabulated on the Bureau's electronic equipment. 
This equipment has already been used for the tabulation of 
the export statistics and the import and export vessel sta- 
tistics, and is being used for the first time on the import 
statistics for the March data. In using the electronic equip- 
ment for the import statistics, some procedural changes were 
involved which will affect the timing, appearance, and month- 
ly coverage of the statistics. The principle changes involved 
are described here. 


RELEASE DATES EXPECTED TO BE EARLIER 


It is anticipated that after the program becomes estab- 
lished it will be possible to release the basic import tabu- 
lations and the FT 950-I at an earlier date. In addition, the 
high speed printer used in connection with the electronic 
computer will shorten the time required to prepare the FT 120 
for printing after the basic tabulations are run with the re- 
sult that this report will also be released at an earlier 
date. 


CHANGES IN APPEARANCE AND CONTENT OF REPORTS 


The appearance of Report FT 120 prepared by the high 
speed printer will be changed and will be in four-column ar- 
rangement, rather than the previous three-column arrangement, 
with the page turned horizontally. 


TOTAL MONTHLY CARRY-OVER WILL BE INCREASED, 
AFFECTING COMPARISON OF MARCH TOTALS 
WITH TOTALS FOR OTHER MONTHS 


In order to take full advantage of the possibilities for 
early release dates with electronic equipment, procedures 
were instituted with the March statistics which will have the 
effect of carrying over to succeeding months' statistics a 
larger proportion. of the import shipments made during the 
eurrent month. For technical reasons, about $80 million of 
imports for consumption (roughly 8 percent of total imports 
for consumption) which under past procedures would have been 
included in the March FT 120, will be carried over into the 
FT 120 for April. With these new procedures in effect on a 
continuing basis, it is expected that the resulting increase 
in April statistics will be compensated for by April ship- 


ments which will be carried over into May. The coverage for 
Report FT 120 for May and subsequent months will then be 
comparable to April. The over-all general import total an- 
nounced in the FT 950-I includes about $75 million carry-over 
in general imports (about 7 percent of total general imports) 
in order that this total for March would be comparable to 
similar monthly totals announced in the FT 950-1. The data 
presented in Report FT 120 are wundercounted to the extent 
that the $80 million carry-over in imports for consumption is 
not included. 


A similar increase in carry-over (although smaller as a 
percentage of the total) took place in the export statistics 
when electronic equipment was introduced in the compiling of 
export data. (See Foreign Trade Statistics Notes April 1955, 
June 1955 and March 1957.) 


RELIABILITY OF MONTH-TO-MONTH COMPARISONS FOR 
SMALLER SEGMENTS OF TRADE MAY BE DECREASED 
BY ADDED CARRY-OVER 


The compensating effect which will keep the over-all 
totals at approximately the current level in spite of the 
month-to-month carry-over, cannot be expected to exist to as 
large an extent in total for smaller segments of the trade. 
However, it is expected that in the country, country by group, 
and country by subgroup totals there will be some tendency 
(after March) for the shipments omitted from the current 
month to be compensated for by similar shipments carried over 
from the preceding month, but for countries where the volume 
of trade is not large, month-to-month comparison shculd be 
made in awareness of the possibility that the figures for a 
given month may represent more than, or less than, the amounts 
imported during the month. This caution has always been nec- 
essary. The new procedures increase the need for it. 


Some indication of the probable carry-over from month- 
to-month based on the March carry-over, is presented in the 
March 1958 issue of this report in terms of country totals. 
Additional information on the month-to-month carry-over may 
be obtained by writing to the Bureau of the Census, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. It may be necessary to charge for furnishing 
this information depending upon the type and amount of in- 
formation requested. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 5 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1958 


A. CQHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis-- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
baa 3 by definition, contain only items valued not more than 

250. 

For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 

The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF THE CHANGES 
IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FI 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated ona 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250 or less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However,the understating will probably affect 
the group totals: by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15,"Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.3;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pictures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958,imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal et 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
right of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shown as "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less of 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(ec) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
ex shown in this report but published in FT 
110 : 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as show in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based iS given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus an estimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,855,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 perenet document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E. EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABILITY 
WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR TO JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparision with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and coun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table-below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 







Then the chances are better than 
2 out of 3 that a complete tabu- 
lation would have resulted in a 
value figure between 


If the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 
The specified 

estimate 


And the specified 
estimate increased 


reduced by? by 
0) 0) 21,840 
aL 9,840 27, 240 
2 15,360 31,320 
3 19,440 34,560 
4 22,800 37,560 
5 25,680 40,080 
6 28, 320 42,480 
7 30,720 44,760 
8 32,880 46,800 
9 35,040 48,720 
10 36,960 50,640 
ial 38,760 52,440 
12 40,560 54,120 
13 42,360 55,680 
14 43,920 57,240 
ey 45,480 58,800 
16 47,040 60, 240 
17 48,480 61,680 
18 49,920 63,120 
19 51,360 64,440 
20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 84,00G 
35-39 72,000 90,000 
40-49 79,800 99,000 
50-59 87,600 108 , 000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 120,000 
80-89 108 , 000 121, 200 
90-99 113,640 125,520 
100-124 127,680 139, 560 
125-149 140,400 152, 280 
150-174 152,160 164,040 
175 199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 200,880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244,800 
2400-499 261,120 273,000 


1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports 
(both formal entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 
and informal entries valued $1 to $250) must be greater 


than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in the report. 


?If the number of documents in the sample is greater than 


499, the sampling variability for the estimates of the 
low valued shipments will generally be less than 7 per- 
cent. 
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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as, non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 


a terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 


erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
eluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject te an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Importeg sub- 
Ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORi1GIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. ‘Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities In- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated des- 
criptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups wno7e 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun-- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10 ,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may de made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 


published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalcg of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are avaiiable 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 

















EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
as by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
: For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 
The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO, FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated ona 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 
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valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-4250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
right of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
110) 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


24. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FY 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
On formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val-_ 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued in- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 

valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR TO JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included inany of the figures prior to January 1954, 

. the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and oe 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either eee 
During the period July-December 1953, information on forma] 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 


attached to a specified value. 





Then the chances 


documents indicated ure between 


from the sample is: 


The specified 
estimate 


reduced byl 


are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
If the number of would have resulted in a value fig- 





on- 9? 





OonN-—-SLe®NoaW 


200-249 
250-299 
300-399 
2 u90-499 


0 
9,840 


15,360 
19,440 
22,800 
25,680 
28,320 
30,720 
32,880 
35,040 
36,960 
38,760 
10,560 
42, 360 
43,920 
45,480 
47,040 
48,480 
49,920 
51, 360 
55,200 
60,000 
66,000 
72, 000 
79, 800 
87, 600 
96,000 
102, 000 
108,000 
113, 640 
127,680 
140,400 
152, 160 
162,960 
183,000 
200, 880 
232,920 
261, 120 





Ard the specified 
estimate increased 





1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 and informal entries valued 
$l to $250) must te greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in 


the report. 


21# the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 


generally be less than 7 percent. 
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GENERAL FXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of reiatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities Im- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated des- 
criptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups whose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


3 


REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
ties Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 













A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 





Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
ties include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
nally valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
jona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
lyvalued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 











as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
oa by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
$250. 





@ For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
| |}vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
fmediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
‘all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 

The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
|the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


'B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO, FT 120 OF 
} THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
| PROCEDURE 





1 
| 
i 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
|Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
| follows: 


i} 1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 
(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
1 decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
| piled total for formal entry imports valued 
| $100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
| if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
ii} formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 





(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 

| mated value for low-value shipments in group 

1} 9 results in overstating the value of imports 

| for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 

} extent of the undercounting in the value of 

| the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 

the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 

ii parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders 

and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 

| and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 

n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 

about 10 to 15 percent. 





| 2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 

|) country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

| (a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 

totals shown in this report are not affected 

by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 

_reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 
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valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
eluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
right of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (*x*) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
ak shown in this report but published in FT 
110 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table epplicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR 1O JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and coun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 









Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 


If the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 







And the specified 
estimate increased 
by 





The speci fied 
estimate 
reduced byl 






































0 0 21,840 
| 9,840 27, 240 

2 15,360 31, 320 

3 19, 440 344, 560 

4 22,800 37,560 

5 25.680 40,080 

6 28,320 42, 480 

7 30,720 44,760 

8 32,880 46,800 

9 35,040 48,720 

10 36,960 50,640 

iW 38,760 52, yuo 

12 40, 560 54, 120 

13 42, 360 55,680 

14 43,920 57,240 

15 45,480 58,800 

16 47,040 60, 240 

17 48,480 61,680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51, 360 64,440 
20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 84,000 
35-39 72, 000 90, 000 
4o-49 79, 800 99,000 
50-59 87, 600 108,000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 120,000 
80-89 108.000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140, 400 152, 280 
150-174 152, 160 164,040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 | 200 , 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
? "00-499 261, 120 273,000 





1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $] to $100 and informal entries valued 
$1 to $250) must be greater than |/100 of the estimated amount shown in 
the report. 


21f the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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GENERAL FXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statisties (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
Statisties is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 

tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 

Se REL of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
we 


conform aie valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to}an :lore ate Of duty ecount for only 10-15 


pereent of total value “of imports’ For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports) the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above reese : IS, example, ocean freight may be‘inadvert- 
ently!! in¢Tuded “i 1 € vie, va for shipments between 
allied-firms may reflect arbitrary: ues, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though * Ld But Fgiyen should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country rigin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities Im- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their wunabbreviated des- 
criptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups wnose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 


3 











REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers’ to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
eatalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be msde to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
oo} by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
| $250. 
| For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
| vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
'mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 


|| all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 


The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articies explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


|B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO, FT 120 OF 





THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 


| follows: 


| 1.- The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 
| (a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
| decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
| bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
| formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
It consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 





| (b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
} shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
i fore result in understating the value of com- 
| modity group totals for other than group 9. 

However, the understating will probably affect 

the group totals by no more than about two 

percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
| mated value for low-value shipments in group 
! 9 results in overstating the value of imports 
| for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
| extent of the undercounting in the value of 
| the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
i\ the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
| ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
| cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
| parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders 
| and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
\| and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
| supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
| country by commodity group figures in the msin part of this 
| report. 
| 


| 
] 
i) 
i 
(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
| totals shown in this report are not affected 
i! by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
| to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 

estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
_each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
| reported on informal entries and imports 





EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 5 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
Tight of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
on shown in this report but published in FT 
110 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR £0 JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and coun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be | 


attached to a specified value. 







Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 


If the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 


And the specified 


The speci fied 











estimate estimate increased 
reduced byl by 

0 0 21,840 

I 9,840 27, 240 

2 15,360 31,320 

3 19, 440 34, 560 

4 22,800 37,560 

5 25,680 40,080 

6 28,320 42, 480 

7 30,720 44, 760 

8 32,880 46,800 

9 35,040 48,720 

10 36,960 50,640 

It 38,760 52,440 

12 40,560 54, 120 

13 42, 360 55,680 

Yu 43,920 57,240 

15 45,480 58,800 
16 47,040 60,240 | 

17 48,486 61,680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51,360 64,440 

20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 © 

30-34 66,000 84,000 

35-39 72,000 90,000 

- 40-49 79, 800 99,000 

50-59 87, 600 108,000 

60-69 96,000 116,400 

70-79 102,000 120,000 

80-89 108,000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 : 

100-124 127,680 139,560 

125-149 140, 400 152,280 
150-174 152, 160 164,040 — 
175-199 162,960 174,960 | 
200-249 183,000 194,760 i! 

250-299 | 200, 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 || 
2 u00-499 261,120 273,000 i 





1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 


entries of individual items valued $] to $100 and informal entries valued | 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in ‘/ 


the report. 


21f the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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Continent and Country 





IMPORT SUBGROUP CODE NUMBERS. ccc ccesccccccccocrscccccsccceccs 8 


PREG Tid craleteletateieiatcietatelelalalsie|«lelela(e\siorelslelelelelele\viclvlelelsiains\0\s\elelnie\elelals 9 
Canada (including Newfoundland and Labrador). o000d000000000 60 9 
Miquelon and St. Pierre....... SoqodooodgdobboDDDGDGGObOONGUDS 9 
exc Oneletetateieieleisisisl-lsiciai< PP Teterercielereralvelovere evevetaicievetsieioierctaicie sieleleletale 9 
Guatemala.......-...... nopodbondooodbodoooaKoo0donabDadaaHo000'|| 10 
BIstsGn SHU HONGUTAR sere ot taforere ale/eisicreieisi ie cisis sveisieialeieleiaisisia(etelstrisieie elele 10 
El Salvador..... o000000 Picteteieteisterclelsieleleicleteleiclereierclerciaicleretetatere avetsfete 10 
HONGUTPAS eletalayelslalele/eleleloisieiclelei o000000000000N0D0000000000 eieislefeteiers 10 
Nicaragua......2.-cccsence dodoaodognea pddoannacgoaGdDo0o soa0ca || al 
GORGAGRT CA ctatalelal-lalolalelalelole!s|0/c sl clels clelsleleia cinlo s\niasiele.e ops0Q0Do00000 11 
Republic of Panama.........cceeecessecces o000000 p00b0000000000 11 


BUD aletlaletetaleteleleleiatslelatalsyelorelele/sielevelolelslelele/s\e\e\elele\s alelofelotofelelalererehele\ale/ ste 11 
Jamaica......... eiclaYelofalclelolalslefeleleicfoie ste slcleiolelelelelelejeleleielsicfelcla/sjeielelela 12 
Hadstiseeteeteletotetateteislaisialete)stelelelstelelolc/ele\clelolele/ele Mfelaletelcteteleteleteleteleletorcterale 12 
Dominican Republic... 6... ccc cee eee cece nfelaletalarakeleteretelolerere! 12 
Leeward and Windward Islands... 
Barbados....... ovcavadvaagooo 
srelnit CAGMANG ML ODALOsislclsielas\ «is 'olesjw'e ole e/steclsicle's/= een as sfelelchaletslstetote is) 
Netherlands Antilles.........ccccccccccscccccccrcccce aG000G0 | ale) 
French West Indies......... gonodo0d6 90000000000 o000000 6000000 13 






SOUMUHVAME RUG IA este e sj0/ass aicieideiereicisieieiee SHB O LIE eens fo eS 


Colombia......... EST aN fore /s eisials/s ci sle\s clave icic stelsisleinte: cles’ Sissies | eS 
enezliell arene Pree ie ey terse ciate cis loveieseieversieforeie te eioigielsieitisistele/s wiecstereys! 
Baier SNe GUL Ania elaletelalalstelateleiatelare)sielclelelelsielelelelololoiele!sleleia\elele/elele/s)s) elec 5 14 


ranch Guiana yep ryestontilols niciisiaie (e's isisiele siaiciace aie a erelcisieinialclelatetoe of noses 
Ecuador......... Beth nto iteccss Merete crayorats tie lett naie See ee || we 
BOT stein iotersiehe etessteisicies Bete iic (eine eisieietave soucodnaee aiclntne eee ll ee 
Bo letvudievatertetereraleletselalelereiatelelsisiele\e\ sis oles 
Gil@ooann0000000000000000000000 
SLZ Sel erotaroletalsletele\elare sd000800000 areterorerereieictetereteveveiererete cobdoG00 0000 15 
BAR AC UAV selelelateteteteieteveieieterevelelelsieleiele efalelstelefelefeleleretelsteherateieletetsteistefetelote 15 
Uruguay..... 
Argentina........... 
Falkland Islands................ alalietetefatelerohey otal stotefeletelsiarsistelslelsiclere NT 


EUROPE. ...... alekefetetaferetatlotslelnielel-]elelolat-Yolo)eleleratololeteleisetelerelels 16 


odanadacqo0o0000000090000 goadondoo000b0Db00D00000G8 16 


ere Meinid eretstetererstoratatetclsleictetsietereleicicvarsic/<isveis;<1e/s) s/eleie\e/aioielerejcys ers.efe: erevelevs 16 
SmedeNeetatstetereveleisieteistereieletevcle!s etevolarovateveheyalcierelofaveveresetelsvelererol SS6000000 16 


United Kingdom...... 
Merce err dim (bdcre)) peter steyste te tevsscraiayoicvoraisvs cinieic'0) «je o/aiaveuste wislave s.wreielare 460 
Netherland shtemerstereteistelevelaiclelcietalotelciercielsiclelsvovere ele lerereletsieiere G60a00000 19 


PERANICE retard tatettetetcratetetelelevoisialelaleletereretercicicta'sielelorersiclaleleveieieclersia cleleiciele + 20 





AZOLES Metered veker olstevelelelkelel-istelsteleteicieicicieleicieieielcieioteieisieicioieioeiiclncioiele 23 


CAHSEE 45 ogg cooODHOOD Ed DDD DD DDD DODO ODDO OAD ODOUGOROdO0db0 NT 
Malta, Gozo, and Cyprus eloleKerelolofetenoraledelioleltcrerreretcreierelcteyeteretciate iste iete 24 
IANK 5 05006 cope po BOBO OCORCEE nS CnRODOLSDAT One tember beri 24 
Free Territory of Trieste............. 0900000000000000000 5006 NT 
Wugosillaviaernccnaten ccc. Budd TEC OUSE Dap DE aE noes Teiennteaters 25 


NT - No Transactions. 
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Continent and Country 










AST AS ejeieveisielcle/sieleiele' ec cccsccce occ cece ces ccccreccsccces 


‘United Arab Republic (Syria Region)..ccccccsecce--sececeee 
ebanoneercieich ecient: sauodédc0oboGbd0ba0HeoDb000000 
Iraq (Mesopotamia)..........ceeceeeeeee alelofsieleristcisielevarsteleverele 
Iran (Persia).... 
Israel.... 






eoceeeeecceseocescesesesseeeseseessereeeeer200000 


Kuwait.....ccccccccreccccces 
Saudi Arabia. . occ ccccccccccccccccccc cece ccccccccccccvccces 
Arabia Peninsula States, N.€.C....scceececrccceccccscccccs 
1X. ODDO OOOODDOOUDODOODUODOOOUDOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOUROOOOOOUG 
State of Bahrein........... eloislejolololessle[oieislelajeleleisielolelelelelelerelelofe 
Afghanistan. <2 c.icccicccciccccoccsecsincccccccccccsvcccenesces 






















Pakistan........- shels{ololsjelelsialeleleie/ slo eels 
Nepal......... wee c ccc cccccccccce eee 
Ceylon... cccccccecccccceccecces ec eccecee 

Burma..-...+e. a lslololeielelole(elelviele/elelelelelejeie(s SOC ODOOOOOOOOOOUOOOO 
PANS, (EET aes GOGILIELISE acaba elas gibeses M e 
Wiletmames ccc cic cicicle cen s cles cc vit cnicecccccececicccsicsccesons 
AOR) eieleteistel ciel slelevoisvorclolererelsr soleiolaletelohete sje sleiele/sleleieisielelelejele(e/sie\ viele 
CambodLalareleveyelsteleloteleleielclolerelelclelolelclereleleloielelcleiclelelelelielote(elelelsieielele/e 
Federation of Malaya... ..ccccrececccccccccccccsccccccccccs 
Colony of Singapore; British Borned......ccsccceccccseccce 
Republic of Indonesia.... 
Republic of Philippines....... peocnoDadda Pistalatslelstoletale\siatotelste 


wee crc cceceseccesecessecccveccesce 












Portuguese Asia, N.€.C.. es seerececcccecce elcieleicieisisicecciccce 
Southern and Southeastern Asia, n.€.C....cececccccccccccce 
China (excluding Outer Mongolia)......c.cceeseccccecccccee 
Quter Mongolia............. piclalelefoicialalclelelelalclelofele¥ele) sleleisielsleleiele 
North Korea.....secccece eee c cere en cccccceccccecccccscses 
Republic of Korea.........+.. aloloteralateteleveycleleloleleycleletoictelavorevaleyote 
Hong Kong..... BODDOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOS sleisielelelelalsleial) cecccece 
Taiwan (Formosa)...........-. Nelatelatslevcioteletetcleteletevete Richelsicieletsiele 
Japan..... 
Nansei and Nanpo Island, n.e.c.......-. 


eee c eee eee ecee 


ASUTRALIA AND OCEANIA.......cecceccccee se cccccee 


Australia....... slejsielaielelo lolole[sfeofoiels[aiciela|-le\elo(elclsvololojaisieisrelelshste 
New Guinea........... elelololefeloleleloicieteleielelolaleiele[elelaleye/siels)e\elelelere 
New Zealand...........0- aleleieloleloleleielciclelsieleje BODODOOOOOOOOOOOG 
British Western Pacific IslandS..........cccccsccctccccese 
Frencho Paci filer lSlandslicieimislelelcielcicleieiclele|cleleisieleicle aiclelafolalolarslerore 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.........ccssccccece 





Canary Tolendse slelolelolelolelelelololelelslololaielelelelolelevelstalelelelelels 
SpanishPALr ical unis e.C\.lorelslalete(cloleteretatelaratereleleletelcieisieleteseleieievelsVslele 
CaMETOON...--ceeqecsecece 
French Equatorial APTA Cal Tejlelelelelclajeieiele slovelelefsvalelelelets ecccccccce 
French West Africa and Republic of Togo.......cccccceccces 
GHANA cl-tererelo!alalelolelotereloiers O60000 
Nigertianicj-c-lelelelolelaleielel> ec ccccccccccccccce 
British West Africa, TM @ aC ls ie¥elelele els ile 50000 
Madeira Telandes gc osccee elelelstetete 6000 









Belgian Congo...........sescsee 
Somaliland.............. ehofokelotatelsterstevevele coodoos nlofolatonelslaletelelels 
Ethiopia (Abyssinia)............. onoddob0 doncdb alolerstelereisterate 
Freneh) Somaliland jejciievclote ersieelelclsleieicieie's 


Seychelles and Dependencies............eeseee0e 
Mauritius and Dependencies...... etelolstofotelsleretelelatale 
British East Africa......... ogcuaDa000 600 
Mozambique...........02.6 5060000 eleisheterateie 90000000 
"Madagascar.....scsecece nYalofetelerevore ohshetelelersvatelete D000 
Union of South Africa.........scccece 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland........... 
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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 


! general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 


physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 


i are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 


in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
crude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value ) will tend to 
conform precisely to.the-valua tio: er chpprts sub- 
ject to an ad valorem, rate.oft duty’! account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not-be in accordange with the 
above definition. For Eee roc fre te dvert- 
ently included in the,val UGve sf shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


mit if py 

Though the country wniell_shggait vel repérted in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country im which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities Im- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their wunabbreviated des- 
ecriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups wnose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 





q 
public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are 

automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis-— | 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of | 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes” 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual | 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica— 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available | 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 7 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on | 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the | 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 

the Bureau of the Census. j 





_3) a. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
‘ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
= valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
| as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
es by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
$250. 
i For the period , January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
‘| yidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 
The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully con- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 





(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 

i the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


| 2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
| country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
_ Teport. ! 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 

- reported on informal entries and imports 


EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 3 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
right of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(ec) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PPOCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
ae shown in this report but published in FT 
110 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 


x 


BAS 


ee ea as 


i aS | 


6 
D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued in- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR 1O JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and coun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 







The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 


Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fiq- 
ure between 





If the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 


And the specified 
estimate increased 
by 









The specified 
estimate 
reduced byl 









OMDNAWFWH— Oo 


1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal I 


entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 and informal entries valued 


$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in ’ 


the report. 


21 the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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GENERAL FXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusidns of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
ehandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 


| United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 


compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics . (showing shipping 
weight as well as_ value information ) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. ~ 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country: which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are ‘consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities Im- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated des- 
criptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule! A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference. should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups whose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers’ to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 























EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 5) 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
ae by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
$250. 

For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary.totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 

The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior t6 January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15,."Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
right of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (*x*) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
ae shown in this report but published in FT 
110 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Conm- 
merce of the United States) 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR TO JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. . During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and ecoun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954+ 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 






Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 









If the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 


And the specified 
estimate increased 
by 


The speci fied 
estimate 
reduced byl 







































0 0 21,840 
1 9,840 27, 240 

2 15,360 31,320 

3 19, 440 34, 560 

4 22,800 37,560 

5 255680 40 , 080 

6 28,320 42, 480 

7 30, 720 yu, 760 

8 32,880 46, 800 

9 35,040 48,720 

10 36,960 50, 640 

i 38,760 52,440 

12 40, 560 5u, 120 

13 42, 360 55,680 

1 43,920 57,240 

15 45,480 58,800 

16 47,040 60, 240 

17 48,480 61,680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51,360 64, 4u0 
20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 84,000 
35-39 72, 000 90, 000 
4o-49 79, 800 99,000 
50-59 87, 600 108,000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102, 000 120,000 
80-89 108,000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140, 400 152,280 
150-174, 152, 160 164,040 
175-199 ~ 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 200, 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 


261,120 273,000 


1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 and informal entries valued 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in 
the report. 


21 the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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Continent and Country 
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Continent and Country 
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Iran (Persia).... 
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Nepal... 
Ceylon.......-- we ccieciecccciccccses 


weer eee esc crecceseecsececs 


Thailand (Siam). 
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GENERAL FXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The souree of information for all of the imports in- 
eluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities In- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their wunabbreviated des- 
criptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups , 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups wnose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to,data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 














EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR B) 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
eat by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
$250. 

For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 

The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO, FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated ona 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250or less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, ""Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
right of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
110) 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 


6 
D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When ‘statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates-that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR 1O JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and coun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 





Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 


1f the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 


And the specified 
estimate increased 


The speci fied 
estimate 











reduced byl by 
0 0 21,840 
I 9,840 27, 240 
2 15,360 31,320 
3 19, 440 34, 560 
4 22,800 37,560 
5 25,680 40,080 
6 28,320 42,480 
7 30, 720 44760 
8 32,880 46, 800 
9 35,040 48,720 
10 36,960 50, 640 
i 38,760 52,440 
12 40, 560 5u, 120 
13 42, 360 55,680 
1 43,920 57,240 
15 45,480 58,800 
16 47,040 60, 240 
17 48,480 61,680 
18 49,920 63, 120 
19 51,360 64, 4U0 
20-244 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 84,000 
35-39 72, 000 90, 000 
4o-49 79, 800 99 ,000 
50-59 87, 600 108,000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 120,000 
80-89 108.000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140,400 152,280 
150-174 152, 160 164,040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 | 200, 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
? 400-499 | 261,120 273,000 





1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $] to $100 and informal entries valued 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in 
the report. 


21# the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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GENERAL FXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments ), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse) , mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i-.e., merchandise released from Customs 
eustody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be foundin the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
eluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
Statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
eases represent some other country, such as the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities Im- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated des- 
eriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups whose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
ties Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 


























EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR B) 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
anit by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
$250. 

For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 

The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of con- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15,"Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
right of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 


(not shown in this report but published in FT 
110) 
2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 


entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 


shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 
3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 


VALUE DOLLAR EST" 
4. Individual country codes 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 


as shown in Schedule C 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR f1O JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and eoun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954+ 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 


Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 


1f the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 










And the specified 
estimate increased 
by 


The specified 
estimate 
reduced byl 

































0 0 21,840 

| 9,840 27, 240 

2 15,360 31, 320 

3 19, 440 34, 560 

4 22,800 37,560 

5 25.680 49 , 080 

6 28,320 42, 480 

7 30, 720 44, 760 

8 32,880 46,800 

9 35,040 48,720 

10 36,960 50, 640 

HW 38,760 52,440 

12 40, 560 54,120 

13 42, 360 55,680 

1 43,920 57, 240 

15 45,480 58, 800 

16 47,040 60, 240 

17 48,480 61,680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51, 360 64,440 
20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 84,000 
35-39 72, 000 90,000 
40-49 79, 800 99,000 
50-59 87, 600 108, 000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 120 ,000 
80-89 108.000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140, 400 152,280 
150-174 152, 160 164,040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 | 200, 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
? u0-499 261,120 273,000 






1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imperts (both formai 
entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 and informal entries valued 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in 
the report. 


21f the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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GENERAL FXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own’ use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse) , mer- 
echandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 


house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 


lished monthly. General import commodity statistics. are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 


gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 
The dollar value which should be shown on the import 


statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 


Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 


lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities In- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated des- 
criptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule! A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups wnose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual  sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers’ to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
eatalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 5 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
aa} by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
$250. 

For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 

The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected 4 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250oar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and-subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
Tight of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for grovp 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
a shown in this report but published in FT 
110 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were’no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR 1O JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and eoun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954+ 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 


Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a compiete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 


If the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 





And the specified 
estimate increased 
by 


The speci fied 
estimate 
reduced byl 






































} 
0 0 21,840 

I 9,840 27, 240 

2 15,360 31, 320 

3 19, 440 34, 560 

4 22,800 37,560 

5 25.680 uO , 080 

6 28,320 42, 480 

7 30,720 4 760 

8 32,880 46, 800 

9 35,040 48,720 

10 36,960 50, 640 

i 38,760 52,440 

12 40, 560 54, 120 

13 42, 360 55,680 

1 43,920 57,240 

15 45,480 58,800 

16 47,040 60, 240 

17 48,480 61,680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51, 360 64,440 
20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 34,000 
35-39 72, 000 90,000 
49-49 75,800 99,000 
50-59 87, 600 108,000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102, 000 120,000 
80-89 108,000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140,400 152, 280 
150-174 152, 160 164,040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 200, 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
2 uoo-499 261, 120 273,000 





1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 and informal entries valued 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in 
the report. 


21 the number of documents in the sample is greater than ugg, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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GENERAL FXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments ), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i-.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information ) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be foundin the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) wil tend to 
eonform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
eases represent some other country, such as_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities In- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated des- 
criptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups wnose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers’ to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Fublica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 











EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 5) 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
hae by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
$250. 

For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 

The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully con- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
medity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
Tight of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
a shown in this report but published in FT 
110 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-T1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR 70 JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sun- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and coun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The: table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 





are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 
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0 0 21,840 

| 9,840 27, 240 

2 15, 360 31,320 

3 19, 440 34, 560 

4 22,800 37,560 

5 25.680 49, 080 

6 28,320 42, 480 

7 30,720 yu, 760 

8 32,880 46, 800 

9 35,040 48,720 

10 36,960 50, 640 

i 38,760 52,440 

12 40, 560 54,120 

13 42, 360 55,680 

1u 43,920 57,240 

15 45,480 58,800 

16 47,040 60, 240 

17 48,480 61,680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51,360 64, 4u0 
20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 84,000 
35-39 72, 000 90, 000 
4o-u9 79, 800 99,000 
50-59 87, 600 108, 000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102, 000 120,000 
80-89 108.000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140, 400 152, 280 
150-174 152, 160 164,040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 200 , 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
2 uo0-499 261, 120 273,000 





1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 and informal entries valued 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in 
the report. 


21 the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 


———— 
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IMPORT SUBGROUP CODE NUMBERS.ccs.cccccccccccccarsccccccecccces 


NORTH AMERICA. ........cccccccccece cfeleteiarelelelalere sisialaleialeye 


GREDRATT 5 so coop ocdDDOSdpUDHbD OOOO CODEooHoDbOOONDGGGG o000 
Canada (including Newfoundland and Labrador)...............-. 
Miquelonvand) St. (Pierre... o.oo cc cece cceecce cece ccecies 906 
Mex CO mee aie ie in/-/=|< = oodaposes alatedafatatatat=[alalalatatntalelsfeta/atelsleialeiale’etelels 


Brot SA HONGUT AR eis miele nie a lolele ale «1 vlc © 0 cele em ole miwiele\» cle einie'vlsisicie\sieisi« 
Pea SEA Ofte lolelalelalelalal=ieielelelolelolelele)sieieie/elel=cleiclein clelele cle) slelslsfeinie;sloielele 
RETREATS Sa Aso oe seoeeeooone nadabeoedagusudgoDbduoDDoNdaGaKn 2 
Nicaragua 2. onc cc ence esc ccccccccce e cleieiccicics cleo cicccisic sccleencicis 
ETAL FECT oosatocsacn poco sognoodG 24d 00 DapoEdooodD sfeluratstaketel « 
Repub reo fw PANAMA a /ctcloiciele\ai<ie\c\e/e|«1<)olcielcislsjelclele elelejeicialciaie opa0000c0 
COne es ZONE ar icisiatelslelatoteialc!=|=ie/alc)e\6 mifolalofeietetaleiniclaleletelsieiere booDdoDDD0N0 
Bee MUG Ge totetsiatoiatataletsials]sieisis}ele/cle/elwielsie/=s)e1~ oboadDDo00 o6q00000 asoocdd 


MOMENT CAMBREDUO TLC. ofeintalsleln «!ele sine «le. elelele ens sleln oie isle w\nielcle 
Leeward and Windward Islands................ dadcapdace GOG0000 
SE NE A Cee Pee ee enn oelctes|sl elas] e/sie/s)=i=/sla/a]-is\elsiail=\siel«\e!sielsisietelcieletelelsieie:» 
Trinidad and Tobago......... SodGnenrASaS mieleletelafetslaiaietajetateretaiet= tei 
Netherlands VANtIVles. <.s0ccc0cccecicccsccessce HoGoouedaboo CoE 
ren Chuwe Spmlndd CSiaicislcisjaicia sie/<lolaiels)elsleleisicle cisieicielele aioletotalatotatele 600 


SOUMHVANTERIG Ales 4.026 dese oces Scan BSR Ae eae ae 


OSLER. conss64c scacosnoubcodd Bloretelefercfeteletarstareteteteleistateretereyeteietotere 
WEEGATEIIM. 6 5.680 40 Sa DDO nD Oo DO OOOOUDGDODOO0DG elaleleiejeltisiatefslalelelstelsie 


Surinam...... 5da0 aoc coneooooDOnCOOOD nocodboogoadse choeatiada 5 


APU a. oo se Ae aooeSouSnobds COOOBUeDOOS SoonaddoocadactnoDDOBS 
BEEZ Wele ce cic c's mtatetotetatetelistatevotsteretctstelalerels(erereles ee etolevolelatelalete atalfolefatetorerats! 


AVAL UAV etetalalntatsieioiaiatalelelalcis\sisicisiclelecieieie/sieleie’e levels sist elels sis{sfcfstelorotetare 


SUA Yiate ete lafalsiviafalicis/a(sjofa'n/s|aie/sieleiele ole eleis\e sic ele s\eic cle a/s/s/eicie eicieie « G06 
LSE AT Como acOnSa bon OSU eBnODeOOGS ticle eiaiels cic el wecccccce oe 
Falkland Islands...... eleleloletalefefstoisejovats FODOGDO BOOCOOUDOOOUDOOOOR 


EUROPER cece ccc eiefotateletatel ol talotolalsfotefoloiayalsteleloiatatelerereteloleleis 000 


IND IWEAY etaletetatateletetetefelatelalstatelaialsielicle)afelein\sic/o!«/e!o\e\elviclsieisieis!«/« ieketetolstals iets 
United Kingdom....... pouobAgosesnn0ea0bS stotefetstatatatstctetateiatateta t= gon 
Pred cree (RLTe)) lareze etcre sts ofcic.siesere stele ers e.e0\s\ elas cvavure-ejois oie stensiole-s 
Netherlands............. soacanoeae atofetp tal efeletolsyelafotateusictets 600000000 
BeSEp TUM AEKEMDOUL ia ciatelejels =ic\s!cisic sicle cls\e's\s.¢.0.0/s as.njs/e/e odeado00 006 
SEAS otal ed tte atte stefan telat atet ste clateic)clayeieislots ye =) 2 cuoDoD 
Me Sim GEYMANY cteletafelatelsielsls!clelciolsteielsielsie)sleta/-\els)a\ele/<\o/ere nBGAGSOSHOSALS 
East Germany......... miehelatataioletelstq ehofelsfolalerclelsyersists 60000 


USUOMIE- socoghoqtoasnd005 BDOUDOD ODOC GUD OUR OOO aDOOODOOOOdeES 
MeQHals coo ocongUBOODOGDODHOOGGGO . 
PENI ATEP aye! ofata!a\alel==j-] a\14/s (0 cle/ais aicleleleielololsiclovolctelels|efeleisistelayelaialelelsieyere 
BoPandeand DANZUL sje. cclaicin oclcicimss sce o90065000G0000D 006000005 
Unionvof Soviet Socialist Republics... .-..crercsccrcececece | 
HERE coc ocpouoDCC On OSnddo5 Cone Anoad . 


POIMFHZML oc socsodooogSbenID DC DAEOOGaUCHOUUaONOD 
Glbrailt ar ctetols<te/cteistetsre)eieloleiei=ie/= oog0b0G000Db00R 000000 
mia bA Se GOZO pmAnGN CY PLUS miejeloieleleieleicie/# «lm )el-teieleisjerare isla (el=loelaleleleValetata 


Italy. pieiatatafaleletnt r[els loleretalminiclointalefeialatalelslelcis/sjalaisieialsfoieie)s sfaicierers/eiene’etalere 
Free Territory of Trieste sie cies atelelolalohelaletole/slolclevelolelorebeletereretsteystvcts 
GIO STA Vel Gitctetelot et Nolale fay telsistchetelcietetelsietalevevstcletaisieveteteicteterciors 


INET KEY oppor aleve] «fool of=iotel si ofolavs eretc\cbeveveyevrtereintevelsvceie 5 
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Continent and Country 


HE DANION ereravelelioioteioleieicraieveleiaverstelsicieroicieve olsiorelcloieioiatoleteletotelstelelererel ere! 26 
Iraq (Mesopotamia)........ Baler stoicieteteteereie eletoniereleisletoieieieieveherele . 27 
Iran (Persia).......... eleleteloieletercteletetereYelsislnieicielslerels oleferetelevete rere 27 
ASTAS eyetalal ate lataleteiatetelersisieis/sie sielotetalololetelotelorsieratels sieivivlolejeieleleleicisic‘e 27 
Palestine..........-..000- Sopoabseddoboasso0DS olefoistelskefers}aiers NT 
J ONGAMMielelo/alalelolatelolelsisleiaiaicieis/sialolelsicfaleiate)eleleleleyelalaielelelelelelsjeie/eie alle 27 
KUWAL TC clcicieicieisicloicleicic« sieislelejeieiolejelsjeialefolorelelelsielelelciecelsieleieleleiersiele.e 27 
Saudi Arabia....... afeleleloleleiels! clelsiaiolelslalelalsielelsleleleietele/alelojeinisisialale 27 
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FAC ON etelalelnipietareialateiet=tatetate'aleisieleie afofelolereteteletetatstevetals nislevelalevetateletarsiate 28 
SPALe OL pBANVe AN sloyoleloterereieisicicfeistelsloisieleleisic.cfeicieloleleleleiele/elelevelerel sie 28 
Af ehani sGanieretcetetetetelelctsieisicle elalevetelevoletefaveteralaverevelelaretateretoteict= So000 28 


INADA eteicicieicsicie sie}sietelatelate|aisleisfeleaters BOOHODDONUDOOOOODUDOUO eee 28 
Pakistan....... OSBO0G000 bod000 etaeiotalefalelalnialefeistsferetetetelntalstateistels 28 
N@pall!cyerersisictoleteiclotejsvelelovareteyeie slotelersfovsleaehelsleicieteletelsleletelsteleyctslelstelerele 28 
Geylon'sc cjeieisrsievers ayetaratoretojavere cloveialsierererets nbuadobOaDdOOdN00O0N00 28 
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| Shipments into the United States 


GENERAL FXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own’ use are excluded. 
from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less. than 
$100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i-.e., merchandise released from Customs 
eustody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be found in the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the ” import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports. subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as’_ the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 


Schedule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 


lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also available 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities Im- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their wunabbreviated des- 
eriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups wnose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS’ REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for -earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important changes, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 
a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 

















EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 5 
ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 


A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 


Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
ually valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
ona one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
eG by definition, contain only items valued not more than 
$250. 

For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 

The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: : : 


1. The subgroup summary table shown on page 8. 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except ar- 
bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 
the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 
maps, pcitures, and other printed matter, 
n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 
about 10 to 15 percent. 


2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
country by commodity group figures in the main part of this 
report. 

(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 


valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
entries are fully compiled and distributed by 
subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
group figures has been broadened to include 
data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
Prior to 1958 data on these shipments were in- 
eluded as a part of the low-value estimates 
presented under subgroup 94. Effective January 
1958 imports valued under $100 on formal en- 
tries and $250 or less on informal entries, 
formerly also a part of subgroup 94, are shown 
under arbitrary subgroup 99. For subgroup 99, 
the number of shipments in the sample upon 
which the estimate was based is shown at the 
right of the subgroup description. In order 
that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
mation may be readily identified, a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 
figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 
ately preceding the estimated value figure for 
subgroup 99. 


As in the past, country by subgroup items of 
less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
group basis. They are shownas "Subgroups val- 
ued under $10,000." However, in order that 
users may always be informed of the estimated 
amount for low valued imports for a particular 
country, arbitrary subgroup 99 is always shown 
separately even if its value is less than 
$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


(¢) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 
imports for the country. This inclusion in 
group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
covers all commodity groups for the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


The imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and included in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 


(not shown in this report but published in FT 
110) 
2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 


entry $1 to $99, 
shipments" (not shown 
lished in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity 
VALUE DOLLAR EST" 


4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 
930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 
merce of the United States) 


and informal entry $1 to $250 
in this report but pub- 


subgroup code 99 as "LOW 
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D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102 ,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued in- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E. EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR 1O JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and coun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954~- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 






Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 


If the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 


The specified And the specified 
estimate estimate increased 
reduced byl by 


0 0 21,840 
1 9,840 27, 240 

2 15,360 31,320 

3 19, 440 34, 560 

4 22,800 37,560 

5 25.680 40,080 

6 28,320 42, 480 

7 30,720 44, 760 

8 32,880 46, 800 

9 35,040 48,720 

10 36,960 50, 640 

TT 38,760 52,440 

12 40, 560 54, 120 

13 42, 360 55,680 

14 43,920 57,240 

15 45,480 58,800 

16 47,040 60, 240 

17 48,480 61,680 

18 49,920 63, 120 

19 51, 360 64,440 
20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 84,000 
35-39 72, 000 90,000 
40-49 79, 800 99,000 
50-59 87, 600 108, 000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 120,000 
80-89 108.000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140, 400 152, 280 
150-174 152, 160 164,040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 200 , 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
2 yo0-499 261, 120 273,000 


1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 and informal entries valued 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in 
the report. 


21 the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments will 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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Continent and Country 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


IMPORT SUBGROUP CODE NUMBERS... secccccccecsccrsosecscesseccs 


NORTH AMERICA............-- elaletclaletsteelelol=le/elelsieltici-tolalefalele 


Greer aridiercteteteteteteleleteteieleisierelelele!s -\elee\sfelele)elalstelevolelsl-)s)e\s\efehek=lie)aie\lelelie 


Canada (including Newfoundland and Labrador) 


Miquelon and St. Pierre........ee cece cece cence ese erc cece eees 
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Leeward and Windward Islands...........-..2eeeeeeeeeeeee 60000 
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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
| Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
| United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States im- 
ports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
under Customs custody through the United States in transit from 
one foreign country to another is not reported as imports. In 
general, the import statistics are a complete record of the 
physical movement of merchandise into the United States from 
foreign countries (except for instransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance 
in terms of total value such as gifts valued at less than 
$100. 


| Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 

merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
| warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
|| chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
crude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 


| warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing ware- 
house, and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immedi- 
ately upon arrival. General import figures covering total 
trade, country totals and Customs district totals are pub- 
lished monthly. General import commodity statistics are not 
published but are available for reference purposes. 


| Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 

States possessions (not included as United States imports) is 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are also 
compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. 
In addition, transportation statistics (showing shipping 
weight as well as value information) are compiled covering 
that part of general imports of merchandise which arrives by 
vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics for both im- 
ports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 985. A more 
complete description of the coverage and presentation of these 
separate shipping statistics will be foundin the introduction 
to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given be- 
low. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 


duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject toan ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valna Han def int tfonic (impo ts Soub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate ©; duty ~accoun for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem r of daty (49-98 nef 2 Off \in- 
ports), the reported values meget te injaccordance! wi ti the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may refiect arbitrary values, éte., | 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
cases represent some other country, such as the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
fous origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, ete.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin es defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countires reported are 
shown in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations 
Used in Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. 
Schedule C shows the deseriptions of the countries, adJacent 
provinces, territories, islands, or other areas considered 
a part of each country for statistical purposes. It is pub- 
lished as a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup In- 
formation," below). A separate edition is also avaiiable 
free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. In this re- 
port countries are listed according to continents, in se- 
quence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in 3chedule C. 
The Table of Contents on page 7, which lists the countries 
in this order, will assist in locating the data for individ- 
ual countries. The ommission of a country name from this 
report indicates no imports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity infor- 
mation compiled in terms of the classifications established 
in Schedule A, Statistical Classification of Commodities In- 
ported into the United States, is summarized into approxi- 
mately a hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is 
presented in the order in which the subgroup classifications 
are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to the, table on page 
8 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated des- 
criptions, and the range of numbers of the individual Sched- 
ule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, 
reference should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A 
of the numbered classifications included. 

To save printing cost, complete country by subgroup in- 
formation is not shown in this report. For each country, 
separate information is shown only for those subgroups wnose 
individual totals for that country during the period covered 
by the report were $10,000 or more. Imports from-each coun- 
try of commodities falling in subgroups with individual to- 
tals of less than $10,000 for that country are presented as 
a combined total for each commodity group. Individual sub- 
group information for imports reported in these combined to- 
tals will be supplied upon request. A charge may be made to 
cover the cost of preparing this detailed information. The 
omission of a numbered subgroup under any country indicates 
no imports from that country, or imports less than $10,000. 
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REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS MONTHS' REPORTS 


Significant revisions to data published in this report 
for earlier months of the current and previous year are 
shown periodically at the back of this report. With the ex- 
ception of very important ehanges, any revisions to data for 
earlier years are held for reflection in the figures to be 
published in Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United 
States for that year. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 
coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commeree and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 


public libraries.) Regular subscribers’ to FT reports are 
automatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics Notes, a monthly publication containing information of 
value to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes 
in type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available ~ 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the re- © 
port or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment 
of the cost for a special report. Reports providing addi- © 
tional detail compiled but not published can be obtained on 

a cost basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further 
information regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 

the Bureau of the Census. ; 
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EXPLANATION OF THE SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR 5 
| ESTIMATING LOW VALUED IMPORTS, 1959 

| 
| 
| 


cluded as a part of the low-value estimates 


vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- presented under subgroup 9%. Effective January 


mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 

| the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- naa Rone pcagy anges Tee eases 

all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. RE AEA cy neti Ai cae ann vod ars peek 
|} The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the s ets P z See Bs ae Bs 
|| Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining Ne TSR DL CL aL Ye SUDELOUD ben JO. (SUbE LOUD 2, 


4 = the number of shipments in the sample upon 
|the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. whichicthe eet SA eanae eee ae ie 


| A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on formal 
tics include, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- entries are fully compiled and distributed by 

| ually valued "at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, subgroup within each country. 

|}on a one percent sample basis, all imports individually 

| valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well (b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
. the coverage of the country by individual sub- 
| 35 all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- Sorniaizdrasinacinpeeninecadenedie toukine late 
| ks by definition, contain only items valued not more than data on formal entry imports valued $100-$250. 
For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- peter) 2220 detancn) thee) shipments werey ins 


|B, SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO. FT 120 OF right of the subgroup description. In order 
| THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING that the estimated data and the sample infor- 
PROCEDURE mation may be readily identified, «a double 
asterisk (**) appears at the right of the 

¢ figure for the number in the sample, immedi- 

As a result of the changes described above, the data in : An 
|Report No. FT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as Bie gezecestney Ebates iimatedyvalue figureyior, 
follows: subgroup 99. ‘ 


; 1. The subgroup table shown on page 8. As in the past, country by subgroup items of 


| less than $10,000 are combined on a commodity 
li a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 4 
Ii . eee iy Effective gene 1958 the total SES) WEEE o) Wy are SLE) SBOE) ey 
if value shown for each subgroup, except ar- ued under $10,000. é However, in order that 
| bitrary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- users may always be informed of the estimated 
piled total for oneal entry imports valued amount for low valued imports for a particular 
|} $100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, county, pe aars, SR tsk Ee) ae oieaye chown 
\j if any, of the imports valued under $100 on separately even if its value is less than 


-formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250ar less whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(b) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 
However, the understating will probably affect 


$10,000. Therefore, if no item labeled subgroup 
99 appears for a country, the user will know 
that no formal entry imports of $99 or less or 
informal imports from that country appeared in 
the sample and no estimate of low valued ship- 
ments is included in the country total. 


Country by grcup totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports valued 
under $100 or informal entry imports valued 
$250 or less. Coverage has been increased by 
the inclusion of formal entry imports valued 
$100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 1958. 
The total for group 9 for the country includes 
the entire amount of the estimate of low value 


| eee ee ee imports for the country. This inclusion in 
| TGA GRIN) OE lieu shipments in group group 9 is purely arbitrary since the estimate 
9 results in overstating the value of imports Poversqaltycommod:tys/eroupsetor. thevcountry.. 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 
extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 


|} The imports individuajly valued under $100 reported on 
i the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
| 


formal immediate consumption entries and for imports re- 
ported on informal entries, a one percent sample of import 
entries is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the 
statistics. These estimates are summarized and inclided in 
the statistics under: 

1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
! Sas. SMa, OE GHGS GENIC Paulas: (not shown in this report but published in FT 


| n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 110) 

{ about 10 to 15 percent. 2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but pub- 
lished in FT 970-I) 


ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15, "Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.s.;" and subgroup 90, "Books, 


| 
|) 2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
| pountry by commodity group figures in the main part of this 


report. 

| (a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW 

| totals shown in this report are not affected VALUE DOLLAR EST" 

| by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 

| to 1958 fences aera 4250 or less whether 4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 

reported on formal or informal entries were 5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for (not shown in this report but published in FT 
each country. Effective January 1958 imports 930-I and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Com- 


reported on informal entries and imports merce of the United States) 





6 
D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement with the results that would have been 
obtained from a complete tabulation is not expected. The ex- 
tent to which estimated country codes in this report for the 
low valued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported 
on formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 re- 
ported on informal entries) might not agree with a complete 
tabulation depends on the number of documents which fall in 
the sample. For each estimated figure in the report the 
number of documents in the sample on which the estimate was 
based is given. 

As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that a complete tabulation would have 
resulted ina figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by 
$79,800) and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Simi- 
larly, a country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total 
of $15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus anestimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99. based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,885,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 

In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values, or which include estimated val- 
ues, the variability of the combined total can be deter- 
mined by merely adding the sample size for each estimated 
value and then referring to the line on the reliability 
table applicable to the combined sample size. 

The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued in- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample 
for the country. This does not necessarily mean that low 
valued imports were not made. 


E, EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARABIL- 
ITY WITH DATA FOR PERIODS PRIOR £O JANUARY 1958 


When using January 1958 and subsequent months' figures 
for purposes of comparison with figures for periods prior 
to January 1958, account must be taken of the coverage which 
was in effect for the earlier months, as well as the cover- 
age effective January 1958. Coverage statements and explan- 
ations of any sampling procedure used are included in the 
issues of Report No. FT 120. Beginning January 1958, the 
estimated values for informal entry shipments and for under 
$100 formal entry shipments are summarized and included 
under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99. During 1954- 
1957 estimated values for shipments valued $250 or less 
whether reported on formal or informal entries were included 
in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup totals. 
Since no information on imports covered by informal entries 
was included in any of the figures prior to January 1954, 
the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup sum- 
mary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which include 
information on informal entries are not comparable in this 
respect to prior months. The country by subgroup and coun- 
try by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954- 
December 1957 are comparable to months prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 


















subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect © 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. = 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to be 
attached to a specified value. 



































Then the chances are better than 2 
out of 3 that a complete tabulation 
would have resulted in a value fig- 
ure between 


If the number of 
documents indicated 
from the sample is: 


And the specified 
estimate increased 
by 


The specified 
estimate 
reduced byl 





























0 0 21,840 
\ 9,840 27, 240 
2 15,360 31,320 
3 19, 440 34, 560 
4 22,800 37,560 
5 25.680 40 , 080 
6 28,320 42, 480 
7 30, 720 44, 760 
8 32,880 46, 800 
9 35,040 48,720 
10 36,960 50, 640 
mm 38,760 52,440 
12 40, 560 54, 120 
13 42, 360 55,680 
14 43,920 57,240 
15 45,480 58,800 
16 47,040 60, 240 
17 48,480 61,680 
18 49,920 63, 120 
19 51, 360 64,440 92 
20-24 55,200 68,400 
25-29 60,000 75,000 
30-34 66,000 84,000 
35-39 72, 000 90, 000 
40-49 79, 800 99,000 
50-59 87, 600 108,000 
60-69 96,000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 120 ,000 
80-89 108.000 121,200 
90-99 113, 640 125,520 |; 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140,400 152, 280 
150-174 152, 160 164,040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 
200-249 183,000 194,760 
250-299 | 200, 880 212,880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
2 yo0-u95 261, 120 273,000 





1The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (both formal 
entries of individual items valued $1] to $100 and informal entries valued | 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated amount shown in 
the report. 


21# the number of documents In the sample is greater than 499, the 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments wil! 
generally be less than 7 percent. 
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Continent and Country 


IMPORT SUBGROUP CODE NUMBERS ..0+ cecccccccccscaseccesseecscccs 


BCC W ANG ceceieis sien e sce alelcssncccse neces clonsasrnccs 6000000 ayerstors 
Canada (including Newfoundland and Labrador)...........2.++- 3 | 
Miquelon and St. Pierre.............-ee+. odoppnoodooeosoRS 000 
Mexico. cece cece cc ccece Syateterate aicieiaietatctatelelefainialelelsicielelolelets)eleteielerel« 


British Hondurag..............6. ateravetetelalaterelsisysielaistorcfeletarciereiaie ave 
El Salvador..... soaadod Sdocdonde afatetelsiatatalateneralalelstatalotaletelors! elefeleveta 


TELMTRG)- - aor aoe OoDe OUD EOD CoO DDOOODDCODOUODOTUOOOOODS desocne 
UH fe.= cine» <\aiein pintatatetuelaletelaielols(ololeiere\siels/sya atsisloiatatel=lels ai tole 
BHM CH a taiateieistatslaisiatcialeleiel«\sielaiele\cie's\s s/clele.e Mieialelslalafolatevalelstors poooHood 
Uo Sees See ieteistots so0cnoé0000d00nDo 00000 mfatniatateloietolerelelatsvelstalelstara 
Dominican REPUDTIC. . cf. ccc ewe ecw ccc csccce ddobooanapade afateretatere 
Leeward and Windward Islands............+.-eeee- naenac 90600000 


Trinidad and Tobago..... saopQ900000 Blotatcteletalalcleretaistel= Sco 
Netherlands Antilles..............s020-- soaccos#ocagpooanasa soo 
French West Indies.:........-ee0e0- folavetofolasteteialelelstslofers AD OOOT.00 

SOUMUEPAIIE RIG ACs os aleicle c\siais clsloicicie « «icicle « poc000000 a00d00n0 
Colombia......... Misisiatavalstatalpts) uta! s\ale(aleie s6o000006 codonod 


Venezuela........ Bisisi=in'nloiclnais vleiceicce sie cclccisccccicsledice 
Prete Sh GUT ANAS cjeinlois/elaisis/</alaleiele clvie Coodaacaomocabanan 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 7 


PaPeES TIAN a taleletatayats ches) atx isle sis isieysie alee e\c/« miclafalofevelelafetetslalelalelateralelistatsieteters 


OED US Gicjeteie sieieis aie aivielate coaeacnooaoecdn minictetsYofatelslarerelate 
Le a tetas eteteiciat eipistsisfele] sto] «/sivin\elele.crs s/sic\seie cododKU0N ayetere 
Bore MUS SA Se a Saaroin nfatatetatelelsl-tnlwislalefcles/elalaiclelsteieteiatels dod 
PATAPURYcujce nee cle nc nna casciccccccccccecccenarsessces 
PRI AVeteisletelnielntntdipiaiatalsinislsisieieis)el=|e/cielsielsisielaleie|els\cie\e/a\ni sie Q 
Argentina... ...csceccese doabanacdde Aaa SOO JAR ORAeOS 0 
evil aride LST GONG Ss wicjole cistsicic c/\s\0\s 00 eee steal efatalets npeveleketate 


IBWIROIPIT - can ahacasGoosaoGanucogmBogEgDoobOKdbdC . 


United Kingdom............. asancoddcggooDadoodooaGed 
Peres earl (E12) avers sieiele ahste cle sic lcieiei levers ois eleiecs olerajaye Sevelaeie 
BNP RRLE TSN ATILG et eteter stad otateta vey alas e¥e lela {ci s¥a\cts (a (si ejcio.0/e\eicverele¥eels nelave 
Belgium Luxembourg...........2.e+ee-e0% Sooocenodogod 
OPETGEine so cocatenib oOo odc oo dUOCRONO OOOO Oa SObBOE Nay 


PO NATIGMANOMDATIZAIPeretaletstaletolefehelalcvalahcreistes-vetetsieleleteleieteleyoletels 
Union of Soviet Socialist Remunities 
JERE 406 00 DBS CA GOOnOD OOO JOE OCB OOAALSeR Does eE 


IUEUSTé 00 cobodp se dno ondtooE OUD soDEobeobDaneodoadEcd. 
Free Territory of Trieste..... nlelofefefoystalavetalefelatctaleyerstayete 
Yugoslavia 


NT - No Transactions. 
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Continent and Country 


IOWA SSagagdoabconayooDSo9e000 SODUOOOUOCOOUOCUOOG es ccece 


Traqhi(Mesopotamda))je\clsia1s oleic clelels <icleiciolelolaicleleleleieieicis|cleleleieieisleiel ele 
Trane (REreia))ictaelelcteicievelereleieiaieieieicictercisicicioiers crater 
PAWVEStINC cvetaicisiele(clejelciele sie lcisisieleveiciciciclsfole\eleicle'ejeiele 
JOLGAN). . ccc ccc ceccccce cfafelaloleleleielste Blelelele/slsiclaloiaioloieleiejelere 
KKUWALLinlelatsielelotololeielelelelole)s)s/ololeieielelelsiciace 

SAUCTWAPADI Garelelelclaleialsielole'eielele slefelelevetevstereloievele 

Arabia Peninsula States, n.€.C.....seeeeoes 

AGEN ciaie gic cle cleicleic acces vclececscicccccecccsecccccs 

State of Bahrein......... eyetelaistaretatatetelatclelelsyejalstatolalsiayaisvets 
Afghanistan........cccccccrcneccs sieleleiete C feleveialele 


Thats arid (SLM) lerekeerateteiciolelalerereiate olaictelelelslelelevelelelelstelaver eierclelelevers 
WAL @GNAM a islats/eielaYel=tojalale/al=\sloipieleiciels/ale\s, sleldlejeieisi=iols/sfelale(s 
LAOS. ec cccrccccce 

Cambod daly iejetela) ele aiaveielafajciiniejeivlelaveis\atc)slelels/sjc\sisisie 

Federation of Malaya............. eictateteletsictoleleye 

Colony of Singapore; British BOrneObsieleleleselolelelelelcleloietelelotetetolere 
Republic of Indonesia..... nodbddoo000 

Republic of Philippines........ seferatela nfateletayaerolelararsiatoisls 
Portuguese Asia, n.€.C.....ssecececeeee aisYalatstatelolstalelelelois!steya 
Southern and Southeastern Asia, n.€.C.....ceeecceccccccee 
China (excluding Outer Mongolia)..........ceeecsecccencce 
Quter Mongolia............... ate alaistatatateratalele 

North Korea... 202. secc cece enne 

Republic of Korea...........-.- 

Hong Kong...-ccccessccccves 

Tat wana (HOLMOGA))\cisjelelercia/cletoic cievsteleleteieteintolnievovetalelsieveialevs (ies velslevejs 


AUSTRALIA AND OCEANIA. 2.0... ccccccccecccsesiccccne 
AUS TAT Q\-yarciciclslelelpiale/atelele mlalalojsiateveleteleeletereye 


NE@WEGUA ne alcy.talctaiclolcleve! afetel=/sielalelats/ninialelelsicieteleletel tei elels 
NeweZealand(ter.\srciccajelsleialololalsVeleletelaloicisteleleveieicleters 

British Western Pacific IslandsS...........cscececcsccccces 
French Pacific Islands......... 


ee cece cece ee cesecrsecosccesescescesccccce 


Canary Islands............... olsleferelerete eee 
Spanish Africa, n.e.c.........s.csceee 
Cameroontrercrctavolelelsiaisinisteleyate 

French Equatorial ALT Cala. 
French West Africa and Republic of Togo.........-- 


British West Africa, TIC )s\Clofofialala\elelalalatel eVects 
Madeira Islands.............0. 
Western Portuguese Africa, n.@.c....... 
Tilberdialrereraiisteclelelerateicialatelettelcishelelelcrersieleteicvel 
Belgian Congo.............00- 
OMA an dieyretorclelalotelelsvelelelelsielslaje/aie 
Ethiopia ((Abyssindsa\)s.yrteiclicleleie oe 
French Somaliland............ 
Seychelles and Dependencies........ 
Mauritius and Dependencies.......... 
Britishweas twats calseleleisvele cletclsieteicicictstelelelctercieielere 


Union of South Africa.......... epeyalte fete) O60 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland.......... 
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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


Types of Shipments Included 


The import statistics include government as well as non- 
Government shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to 
the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
United States armed forces for their own use are excluded. 
Shipments into the United States from Puerto Rico and from 
the United States territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions and between Puerto 
Rico and the territories and possessions are not reported as 
United States imports, but imports into Hawaii and Puerto 
Rico from foreign countries are considered to be United States 
imports and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped 
through the United States in transit from one foreign country 
to another is not reported as imports. Im general, the im- 
port statistics are a complete record of the physical move- 
ment of merchandise into the United States from foreign coun- 
tries (except for intransit shipments), but there are some 
exclusions of items of relatively small importance in terms 
of total value such as gifts valued at less than $100. 


Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of 
merchandise entered into United States consumption channels, 
i.e€., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing 
warehouses (other than smelting and refining warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouse for release 
into domestic consumption channels, and imported ores and 
erude metals which have been processed in bonded smelting 
warehouse, 


Monthly and Annual Coverage 


In general, the compiling procedures provide for the 
inelusion of shipments in the statistics for the month of im- 
port. However, because of processing problems, there has 
always been a carry-over of a few percent of shipments from 
their proper month to a subsequent month, usually the follow- 
ing month, Normally, the amount of carry-over from month to 
month (and from year to year) remains substantially constant. 
In March 1958, the amount of carry-over was increased in 
order to take full advantage of early release dates made 
possible with the use of electronic equipment for processing 
import data. 


For individual countries and commodity subgroups, the 
earry-over procedure as a whole may result in the inclusion 
in the 1959 statistics of some shipments made in 1958 and/or 
the exclusion from the 1959 statistics of some 1959 shipments 
which will appear in the 1960 statistics. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which 
represent total arrivals of imported goods (except for in- 
transit shipments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs 
custody immediately upon arrival, plus merchandise entered 
into bonded storage warehouse, bonded manufacturing warehouse, 
and bonded smelting and refining warehouse, immediately upon 
arrival. General import figures covering total trade, coun- 
try totals and Customs district totals are published monthly. 
General import commodity statistics are not published but are 
available for reference purposes. 


Trade between the United States, Puerto Rico and United 
States possessions (not included as United States imports) is} 
presented separately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the 
movement of in-transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the 
United States by vessel (not included in this report) are 
also compiled and presented in summary form in Report No. FT 
985. In addition, transportation statistics (showing ship- 
ping weight as well as value information) are compiled cov- 
ering that part of general imports of merchandise which 
arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transportation statistics 
for both imports and exports are presented in Report No. FT 
985. A more complete description of the coverage and presen-) 
tation of these separate shipping statistics will be found in 
the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports in- 
cluded in this report, is the import entry (various Customs 
forms), which importers are required to file with Collectors 
of Customs for each shipment arriving in the United States. 
Importers are instructed to report value and country of ori- 
gin information in accordance with the definitions given 
below. 


VALUATION 


The dollar value which should be shown on the import 
statistics is defined generally as the market value in the 
foreign country and should exclude the United States import 
duties, ocean freight and marine insurance. In actual prac- 
tice only the values reported for imports subject to an ad 
valorem rate of duty (a percentage of the value) will tend to 
conform precisely to the valuation definition. Imports sub- 
ject to an ad valorem rate of duty account for only 10-15 
percent of the total value of imports. For merchandise not 
subject to an ad valorem rate of duty (85-90 percent of im- 
ports), the reported values may not be in accordance with the 
above definition. For example, ocean freight may be inadvert- 
ently included in the values, values for shipments between 
allied firms may reflect arbitrary values, etc. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


Though the country which should be reported in the sta- 
tistics as the country of origin is defined as the country 
where the merchandise was grown, mined, or manufactured, the 
country actually shown in the statistics may in a number of 
eases represent some other country, such as the country of 
purchase, lading or the country in which mixed lots of var- 
ious origin are consolidated. This is particularly true of 
goods received from merchanting or transshipment countries 
such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Netherlands, Belgium, etc.; in 
such cases the statistics may credit the shipments to such 
countries rather than the country of origin as defined. It 
follows, therefore, that imports from such merchanting or 
transshipment countries are likely to be overstated and im- 
ports from other countries correspondingly understated. Where 
it is known that a country is not the country of origin, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. 


The geographic definition of countries reported are shown 
in Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in 
Compiling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Sched- 
ule C shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent prov- 
inces, territories, islands, or other areas considered a part 
of each country for statistical purposes. It is published as 
a part of Schedule A (see "Commodity Subgroup Information," 
below). A separate edition is also available free upon re- 
quest to the Bureau of the Census. In this report countries 
are listed according to continents, in sequence within each 
continent from north to south and west to east, in accordance 
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with their arrangement in Schedule C. The Table of Contents 
.on page 7, which lists the countries in this order, will as- 
sist in locating the data for individual countries. The omis- 
sion of a country name from this report indicates no imports 
from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity informa- 
tion compiled in terms of the classifications established in 
Schedule A,Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported 
into the United States, is summarized into approximately a 
hundred subgroups of related commodities. It is presented in 
the order in which the subgroup classifications are numbered 
in Schedule A. Reference to the table on page 8 will show 
the subgroup numbers, their unabbreviated descriptions, and 
the range of numbers of the individual Schedule A classifica- 
tions included in each. For precise information as to the 
commodity content of individual subgroups, reference should 
be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the numbered 
classifications included. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT 
STATISTICS 
A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and 


coverage for import statistics will be found in the Foreword © 


to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States. (Copies are available for reference at 
public libraries.) Regular subscribers to FT reports are au- 
tomatically supplied with copies of Foreign Trade Statistics © 
Notes, a monthly publication containing information of value 
to users of foreign trade statistics (such as, changes in © 
type of shipments covered by current statistics, unusual 
shipments, problems of valuation, classification, etc.). A 
catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical Publica- 
tions is also available. Data in this report are available 
tor reference purposes prior to the publication of the report | 
or may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of | 
the cost for a special report. Reports providing additional | 
detail compiled but not published can be obtained on a cost 
basis. For free copies of the catalog or for further infor- 
mation regarding reference copies of tabulations or the 
availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. 


















A. CHANGE IN EXTENT OF SAMPLING 

p Beginning January 1958, the United States imports statis- 
' tics inelude, on a fully compiled basis, all imports individ- 
| wally valued at $100 or more reported on formal entries, and, 
on a one percent sample basis, all imports individually 
valued at less than $100 reported on formal entries as well 
as all imports reported on informal entries. (Informal en- 
Lae by definition, contain only items valued not more than 

50.) 

} For the period January 1954-December 1957, imports indi- 
Vidually valued $250 or less whether reported on formal im- 
mediate consumption or informal entries were excluded from 
: the detailed commodity statistics but included in the over- 
all and summary totals on the basis of a five percent sample. 


1 The September 1957 and January-March 1958 issues of the 
Foreign Trade Statistics Notes contain articles explaining 
the basis for the change in the sampling procedure. 


; B. SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ON REPORT NO, FT 120 OF 
THE CHANGES IN COVERAGE AND THE ESTIMATING 
PROCEDURE 


| As a result of the changes described above, the data in 
| Report No. FIT 120 effective January 1958 are affected as 
follows: 


1. ‘The subgroup summary table shown on page & 

(a) The coverage of the subgroup figures has been 
decreased. Effective January 1958 the total 
value shown for each subgroup, except arbi- 
trary subgroup 99, includes the fully com- 
piled total for formal entry imports valued 
$100 or more. However, they exclude estimates, 
if any, of the imports valued under $100 on 
formal entries and $250 or less on informal 
consumption entries which are estimated on a 
one percent sample basis and shown under sub- 
group 99. Prior to January 1958 the value for 
shipments valued $250orless whether reported 
on formal or informal entries were estimated 
and included in the appropriate commodity 
group and subgroup totals. 


(bo) The change in sampling procedure and presen- 
tation of the estimated value for low-value 
shipments effective January 1958 will there- 
fore result in understating the value of com- 
modity group totals for other than group 9. 

: However, the understating will probably affect 
the group totals by no more than about two 
percent. The arbitrary inclusion of the esti- 
mated value for low-value shipments in group 
9 results in overstating the value of imports 
for that group by about 10-15 percent. The 

{ extent of the undercounting in the value of 
the commodity subgroup totals as a result of 

the exclusion of the estimated low-value ship- 
ments is no more than about five percent ex- 
cept for subgroups 10, "Leather, rawhide and 
parchment manufactures;" subgroup 15,"Fodders 
and feeds, n.e.s.;" subgroup 86, "Scientific 
and professional instruments, apparatus, and 
supplies, n.e.c.;"' and subgroup 90, "Books, 
b maps, pictures, and other printed matter, 
7 n.e.s.;" all of which may be understated by 





about 10 to 15 percent. 


ountry by commodity group figures in the main part of this 


i] 
} : 
; 2. The country, country by commodity subgroup, and 
a 
report. 


(a) Country totals. The coverage of the country 
totals shown in this report are not affected 
by this change in sampling procedure. Prior 
to 1958 imports valued $250 or less whether 
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reported on formal or informal entries were 
estimated and presented under subgroup 94 for 
each country. Effective January 1958, imports 
reported on informal entries and imports 
valued under $100 reported on formal entries 
are estimated and presented under subgroup 99. 
Imports valued $100 to $250 reported on for- 
mal entries are fully compiled and distrib- 
uted by subgroup within each country. 


(b) Country by subgroup totals. As stated above, 
the coverage of the country by individual 
subgroup figures has been broadened to in- 
clude data on formal entry imports valued 
$100-$250. Prior to 1958 data on these ship- 
ments were included asapart of the low-value 
estimates presented under subgroup 94. Effec- 
tive January 1958 imports valued under $100 
on formal entries and $250 or less on infor- 
mal entries, formerly also a part of subgroup 
94, are shown under arbitrary subgroup 99. 
For subgroup 99, the number of shipments in 
the sample upon which the estimate was based 
is shown at the right of the subgroup descrip- 
tion. In order that ‘the estimated data and 
the sample information may be readily identi- 
fied, a double asterisk (**) appears at the 
right of the figure for the number in the 
sample, immediately preceding the estimated 
value figure for subgroup 99. 


(c) Country by group totals. The country by group 
totals, other than for group 9, do not include 
any information on formal entry imports val- 
ued under $100 or informal entry imports val- 
ued $250 or less. Coverage has been increased 
by the inclusion of formal entry imports val- 
ued $100 to $250 which were excluded prior to 
1958. The total for group 9 for the country 
includes the entire amount of the estimate of 
low value imports for the country. This in- 
clusion in group 9 is purely arbitrary since 
the estimate covers all commodity groups for 
the country. 


C. THE ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 


For imports individually valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and for imports reported 
on informal entries, a one percent sample of import entries 
is taken. Data are compiled from the sample and multiplied 
by 100 to obtain the estimates included in the statistics. 
These estimates are summarized and included in the statistics 
under: 


1. Arbitrary Schedule A commodity number 9999 500 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 110) 


2. Arbitrary Customs District code 99 as "Formal 
entry $1 to $99, and informal entry $1 to $250 
shipments" (not shown in this report but published 
in FT 970-1) 


3. Arbitrary commodity subgroup code 99 as "LOW VALUE 
DOLLAR EST" 
4. Individual country codes as shown in Schedule C 


5. The economic class for "finished manufactures" 
(not shown in this report but published in FT 930-I 
and the Quarterly Summary of Foreign Commerce of 
the United States). 


D. ACCURACY OF THE SAMPLE ESTIMATES 


When statistics are estimated on the basis of a sample, 
exact agreement withthe results that would have been obtained 
from a complete tabulation is not expected. The extent to 
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which estimated country codes inthis report for the low val- 
ued imports (shipments of under $100 in value reported on 
formal entries and imports valued at less than $250 reported 
on informal entries) might not agree with a complete tabula- 
tion depends on the number of documents which fall in the 
sample. For each estimated figure in the report the number 
of documents in the sample on which the estimate was based is 
given. 


As an example of the use of the table below, suppose an 
estimated value of $310,800 is based on 45 documents in the 
sample. Referring to the line "40-49," one notes the values 
$79,800 and $99,000. This means that the chances are better 
than 2 out of 3 that acomplete tabulation would have resulted 
in a figure between $231,000 ($310,800 reduced by $79,800) 
and $409,800 ($310,800 increased by $99,000). Similarly, a 
country total of $15,957,189 which represents a total of 
$15,881,519 for the fully compiled data plus an estimate of 
$75,670 for subgroup 99 based upon 75 shipments in the sample 
would be between $15,855,189 ($15,957,189 reduced by $102,000) 
and $16,097,189 ($15,957,189 increased by $120,000). 


In the event a user desires to combine 2 or more figures 
which are estimated values,or which include estimated values, 
the variability of the combined total can be determined by 
merely adding the sample size for each estimated value and 
then referring to the line on the reliability table appli- 
cable to the combined sample size. 





The omission of an estimate of the low valued shipments 
for any country indicates that there were no low valued im- 
port shipments appearing in the 1 percent document sample for 
the country. This does not necessarily mean that low valued 
imports were not made. 


E. EFFECT OF CHANGE IN COVERAGE ON COMPARA- 
BILIDY WiTH DATA FOR PE RTOD'S) PRIOR TO 
JANUARY 1958 


When using figures for 1958 and later periods for pur- 
poses of comparison with figures for periods prior to 1958, 
account must be taken of the coverage which was in effect for 
earlier periods, as well as the coverage effective in 1958, 
Coverage statements and explanationsof any sampling procedure 
used are included in the issues of Report No. FT 120. Begin- 
ning January 1958, the estimated values for informal entry 
shipments and for under $100 formal entry shipments are sum- 
marized and included under arbitrary commodity subgroup code 
99. During 1954-1957 estimated values for shipments valued 
$250 or less whether reported on formal or informal entries 
were included in the appropriate commodity group and subgroup 
totals. Since no information on imports covered by informal 
entries was included in any of the figures prior to January 
1954, the country totals and subgroup totals (in the subgroup 
summary tables) for January 1954 - December 1957 which in- 
elude information on informal entries are not comparable in 
this respect to prior periods. The country by subgroup and 
country by group figures, except group 9, for January 1954 - 
December 1957 are comparable to periods prior to January 1954 
in the handling of information on informal entries, since no 
information is included in the figures during either period. 
During the period July-December 1953, information on formal 
entries valued under $100 was excluded from the country by 












subgroup and country by group totals, and this would affect 
the comparability of the figures with those for other periods. 


The table below indicates the degree of reliability to 
be attached to a specified value. 


Then the chances are better than 2 out of 
3 that a complete tabulation would 
have resulted in a value figure between 






If the number 
of documents 
indicated from 
the sample is: 

























The specified 
estimate 
reduced by‘ 


And the specified 
estimate 
increased by 
















































































































0 0 21,840 
| 9,840 27,240 | 
2 15,360 31,320 
3 19,440 34,560 
4 22,800 37,560 
5 25,680 40,0380 
6 28,320 42,480 | 
7 30,720 44,760 | 
8 32,880 46,800 | 
9 35,040 48,720 
10 36,960 50, 640 
i 38,760 52,440 
12 40,560 54 120 | 
13 42,360 55,680 | 
14 43,920 57,240 
15 45,480 58,800 
16 47, 040 60,240 |) 
17 48,480 61, 680 
18 49,920 63, 120 | 
19 51,360 64,440 | 
20-24 55,200 68,400 | 
25-29 60, 000 75, 000 
30-34 66, 000 84, 000 
35-39 72,000 90, 000 
40-49 79, 800 99,000 | 
50-59 87, 600 108,000 | 
60-69 96, 000 116,400 
70-79 102,000 
80-89 108,000 121,200 | 
90-99 113,640 125,520 |) 
100-124 127,680 139,560 
125-149 140,400 152,280 ° 
150-174 152, 160 164, 040 
175-199 162,960 174,960 |) 
200-249 183, 000 194, 760 
250-299 200, 880 212, 880 
300-399 232,920 244, 800 
2400-499 261, 120 273,000 | 








‘The minimum value of a complete tabulation for imports (soth forma 
entries of individual items valued $1 to $100 and informal entries value 
$1 to $250) must be greater than 1/100 of the estimated anount shown ir|) 
the report. { 

21 the number of documents in the sample is greater than 499, thé 
sampling variability for the estimates of the low valued shipments wil’ 
generally be less than 7 percents 
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